BUILDING SAFETY ORDINANCE
AN ORDINANCE

A. per WVC 7-1-3ff (a) Regulating the repair, alteration or improvement, or the vacating
and closing or removal or demolition, or any combination thereof, of any dwellings or
other buildings, except for buildings utilized for farm purposes on land actually being
used for farming, unfit for human habitation due to dilapidation, defects increasing the
hazard of fire, accidents or other calamities, lack of ventilation, light or sanitary facilities
or any other conditions prevailing in any dwelling or building, whether used for human
habitation or not, which would cause the dwellings or other buildings to be unsafe,
unsanitary, dangerous or detrimental to the public safety or welfare, whether the result
of natural or manmade force or effect; and

B. per WVC 7-1-3ff (b) Regulating the removal and clean up of any accumulation of
refuse or debris, overgrown vegetation or toxic spillage or toxic seepage located on
private lands which is deemed to be unsafe, unsanitary, dangerous or detrimental to the
public safety or welfare whether the result of natural or manmade force or effect; and

C. per WVC 7-1-3ff (c) Designating an enforcement agency; and

D. per WVC 7-1-3ff (d) Give authority to the Mineral County Litter Control Officer(s) to
issue citations for violations of the provisions of Chapter 22, Article 15A, Section 4 of the
West Virginia Code; and

E. per WVC 7-1-3ff (e) Establish fair and equitable rules of procedures and standards to
guide the enforcement agency and its agents in conducting investigations hereunder,
and provide for fair and equitable rules of procedure for instituting and conducting
hearings in such matters before the Mineral County Commission. Any entrance upon
premises for the purpose of making examinations shall be made in a manner as to
cause the least possible inconvenience to the persons in possession; and

F. per WVC 7-1-3ff (f) Authorizing the Mineral County Commission to hear and
determine complaints of the enforcement agency, and make findings of fact,
determinations and conclusions of law as to whether the property is detrimental to the
public safety or welfare, and order appropriate remedies to the property, so it will not be
detrimental to the public safety or welfare, and impose daily civil monetary penalties to
the owner(s) who fail to obey an order, and establish appeal procedures to the Mineral
County Circuit Court; and

G. per WVC 7-1-3ff (g) Authorize the Mineral County Commission to enter into contracts
to fulfill the order upon the failure of the owner(s) of the private land to perform the
ordered duties; and

H. per WVC 7-1-3ff (h) Authorize the Mineral County Commission to bring civil
proceedings against the owner(s) of private land which is the subject matter of the
order; and



l. per WVC 7-1-3ff (i) Authorize the Mineral County Commission to receive grants,
subsidies, donations and services in kind.

BE IT ORDAINED AND ORDERED by the County Commission of Mineral County, West
Virginia, a public body corporate of Mineral County, West Virginia, as follows:

ARTICLE 1 Authority, Effective Date, Title, Purpose, Jurisdiction and Severability
Section 1.1 Authority

This ordinance is adopted by virtue of the authority granted in Chapter 7, Article 1,
Section 3ff of the Code of West Virginia as amended.

Section 1.2 Effective Date

This ordinance shall become effective upon passage of the Mineral County
Commission.

Section 1.3 Title
This ordinance shall be titled the Mineral County Building Safety Ordinance.
Section 1.4 Purpose

The purpose of this ordinance is to promote the public safety or welfare of Mineral
County, West Virginia, by requiring, as the case may be, the repair, alteration,
improvement, vacating, closing, removal or demolition of dwellings or other buildings, or
any combination thereof, unfit for human habitation due to dilapidation, defects
increasing the hazard of fire, accidents or other calamities, lack of ventilation, light or
sanitary facilities or other conditions prevailing in any dwelling or building, whether used
for human habitation or not, which would cause such dwellings or other buildings to be
unsafe, unsanitary, dangerous or detrimental to the public safety or welfare, whether the
result of natural or manmade force or effect, exclusive of buildings utilized for farm
purposes on land actually being used for farming; and by requiring, as the case may be,
the removal and clean up of any accumulation of refuse or debris, overgrown vegetation
or toxic spillage or toxic seepage located on private lands which is determined to be
unsafe, unsanitary, dangerous or detrimental to the public safety or welfare whether the
result of natural or manmade force or effect.

Section 1.5 Jurisdiction

This ordinance shall apply to all properties within Mineral County, West Virginia,
exclusive of the incorporated towns and cities, properties of the United States
Government, and of the West Virginia State Government.

Section 1.6  Severability

Should any article, section, subsection or provision of this ordinance be declared by a
court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid or unconstitutional, such decision shall not
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